
FREEHOLD BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

280 Park Avenue 

Freehold, NJ 07728 

Monmouth County 

Office of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Title: Language Arts 

Grade: 4 
 

 

 

Board of Education Adoption Date:  June 21, 2016 

  



ii 
 

Freehold Borough Board of Education 

Dr. Michael Lichardi, President  Mrs. Susan Greitz, Vice President 

Mr. Paul Ceppi 

Mr. Paul Jensen 

Mrs. Annette Jordan 

Mr. James Keelan 

Mr. Bruce Patrick 

Mrs. Margaret Rogers 

Mrs. Michele Tennant 

 

District Administration 

Rocco Tomazic, Ed. D., Superintendent 

Joseph Howe, School Business Administrator 

Cheryl Romano, Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

Jennifer O’Shea, Director of Special Programs 

Jennifer Donnelly, Director of Technology & Assessment 

Cecilia Zimmer, Supervisor of Instruction – ESL, Bilingual & World Languages 

Ronnie Dougherty, Principal – Freehold Intermediate School 

John Brovak, Assistant Principal – Freehold Intermediate School 

Patrick Mulhern, Principal – Park Avenue Elementary School 

William Smith, Principal – Freehold Learning Center 

 

Curriculum Committee 

Nicolina Harker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iii 
 

Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

 

The students will become life-long learners and will: 

 

 Become fluent readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and viewers with comprehension and 

critical thinking skills. 

 Acquire the mathematical skills, understandings, and attitudes that are needed to be 

successful in their careers and everyday life. 

 Understand fundamental scientific principles, develop critical thinking skills, and demonstrate 

safe practices, skepticism, and open-mindedness when collecting, analyzing, and interpreting 

information. 

 Become technologically literate. 

 Demonstrate proficiency in all New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS) 

and the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). 

 Develop the ability to understand their world and to have an appreciation for the heritage of 

America with a high degree of literacy in civics, history, economics and geography. 

 Develop a respect for different cultures and demonstrate trustworthiness, responsibility, 

fairness, caring, and citizenship. 

 Become culturally literate by being aware of the historical, societal, and multicultural aspects 

and implications of the arts. 

 Demonstrate skills in decision-making, goal setting, and effective communication, with a 

focus on character development. 

 Understand and practice the skills of family living, health, wellness and safety for their 

physical, mental, emotional, and social development. 

 Develop consumer, family, and life skills necessary to be a functioning member of society. 

 Develop the ability to be creative, inventive decision-makers with skills in communicating 

ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

 Develop career awareness and essential technical and workplace readiness skills, which are 

significant to many aspects of life and work. 
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Core Materials 

Unit 1: 

Cisnero’s ―Eleven‖ 

Stone Fox 

Eleven 

Owl Moon 

Smoky Night  

My Pig, Amarillo 

Esperanza Rising 

Donovan’s Jar 

Homesick 

Olive’s Ocean 

Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark 

Peter’s Chair 

Little Red Engine That Could 

Invention of Solitude 

Unit 5: 

Path to Fame 

Unpacking Key Events 

Parts of a Life 

Benjamin Franklin 

Encounter 

The Bill of Rights 

 

Unit 2: 

Greek Myths 

Thank You Mr. Falker 

The Junk Yard Wonders 

Treasury of Greek Mythology 

Lightning Thief 

Yellow Brick Roadies 

Mystery at Camp White Cloud 

Unit 6: 

A Bad Case of Stripes 

Change the World for Ten Bucks 

101 Ways You Can Save the Planet before 

You're 12 
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Fireflies 

Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon 

Z is for Zeus – A Greek Mythology Alphabet 

Pippi Goes on Board 

Unit 3:  

You Wouldn’t Want to Be A Pyramid Builder! 

A Hazardous Job You’d Rather Not Have 

―I have a dream‖ speech by Martin Luther 

King 

The Cactus Hotel 

Alberto Salazar: An American Runner 

Albert Einstein 

If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island 

 

Unit 4: 

The Life Cycle of an Emperor Penguin  

The Penguin 

The Whispering Land 

Everest: Eighty Years of Triumph and Tragedy 

Children of the Longhouse 

A River Ran Wild 

Dakota Dugout 

Pink and Say 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

Unit 1—Building a Reading Life Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 2—Following Characters into Meaning Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 3—Non-fiction Reading Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 4—Informational Reading Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 5- Historical Fiction Book Clubs Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 6—Social Issues Book Clubs Approximately 6 Weeks 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Unit 1 

Building a Reading Life 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 Weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

The biggest work, the work that unites and underlies everything you will do as a teacher of 

reading in this upcoming year, is to help all your children become avid readers. To do this, you 

will wear your own love of reading on your sleeve. You will help your readers fashion a literate 

identity for themselves. You will create a social life in your classroom that revolves around 

shared books. But most of all, to launch a lifelong passion for reading in your students, you will 

empower your readers to develop a sense of personal agency about their own reading. This 

means starting the year with a lesson on ownership. ―You are responsible for building your own 

reading life‖ is the powerful message you want to send out at the very start of this yearlong 

collaboration. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

W.4.3a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

W.4.3b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. 

W.4.3c Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 

W.4.3d Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 

W.4.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

The students will understand… 

 Good readers and writers keep their 

materials and supplies organized. 

Essential Questions: 

 How and why should I organize my 

materials and supplies? 
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 Good readers apply similar skills to all 

genres across the curriculum. 

 

 There are many genres or types of 

reading and writing.  

 

 Greek Myths are stories that were 

written to make sense of the world. 

 

 Stories have main ideas and details that 

support the main idea, along with 

exposition, characters, setting, a plot, 

climax, and solution. 

 

 Informational non-fiction has several 

text structures: main idea/detail, 

cause/effect, problem/solution, 

/compare/contrast, chronological order. 

It also contains maps, graphs, and 

charts. 

 

 Good readers use background 

knowledge, and prior reading 

experiences to help understand a text. 

 

 Good readers ask questions before, 

during, and after reading a text. 

 

 Collaborating with peers and teacher 

promotes understanding when 

discussing texts and encourages editing 

when writing. 

 

 Keeping notes helps to understand and 

remember what is read. 

 

 Graphic organizers help to put 

information in a logical order. 

 

 Standard English is used when 

speaking/writing for clear 

communication. 

 

 Understanding vocabulary helps to 

understand a story or a topic. 

 What do I need to know to read both 

fiction and non-fiction in every subject? 

 

 What is a genre? How can I identify 

one? 

 

 What are Greek Myths? 

 

 How is fiction written? 

 

 How can a text have meaning to me? 

 

 

 What can I use to help me understand 

what I read? 

 

 What kind of questions can I ask? 

 

 

 Why is collaboration important? 

 

 How can I remember what I read? 

 

 

 What will help me when I write? 

 

 

 Why are there so many rules to follow 

when I write or speak to a group? 

 

 Why is vocabulary so important? 

 

 What does sharing with others do for 

me personally? 

 

 



7 
 

 Sharing ideas and experiences with a 

partner or group enhances 

understanding of what we read and 

develops self-confidence. 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Every book or story has a message or 

theme about life. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies 

that assist with understanding text. 

 Nonfiction text has different features 

than fiction text and should be read 

differently. 

 People are unique and sometimes view 

events differently. 

 

Language/Writing 

 We communicate with different parts of 

speech. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies to 

help them figure out words they do not 

know. 

 Dialogue brings a story alive. 

 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Infer theme 

 Compare and Contrast an author’s 

message and a poet’s message on the 

same topic 

 Create questions before, during, and 

after reading a selection 

 Identify text features (e.g. headings, 

subheadings, photographs, diagrams, 

illustrations, charts, maps, inserts, etc.) 

 Identify cause and effect 

 Compare and contrast characters  

 Make predictions 

 Compare and contrast points of view  

 

Language 

 Use combined knowledge of all letter-

sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology 

 Use context clues 

 Identify signal or cue words 

 Identify and use adjectives 

 Identify and explain the meaning of 

words with Greek prefixes, suffixes, 

and roots. 

 

Writing 

 Write using dialogue 

 Conduct research 

 Edit writing 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 
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 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

 

phrases. 

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
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word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).  

Phonics and Word Recognition  

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.4.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, 

and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 

context and out of context.  

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen and writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

SL.4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw 

on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 

discussion. 

SL.4.1b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

SL.4.1c Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light 

of the discussion. 

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Reading Street: Pearson 

Copyright 2013 
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Grade 4 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Cisnero’s ―Eleven‖ 

Stone Fox 

Eleven 

Owl Moon 

Smoky Night  

My Pig, Amarillo 

Esperanza Rising 

Donovan’s Jar 

Homesick 

Olive’s Ocean 

Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark 

Peter’s Chair 

Little Red Engine That Could 

Invention of Solitude 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Student participation in collaborating, 

developing, and completing project. 

 Reading Response Log 

 Vocabulary Tests 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Vocabulary: 

 Students will also be introduced to Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 
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vocabulary words. 

 Tier 1- Basic words 

 Tier 2- Words that are used across curriculum in multiple 

disciplines 

 Tier 3- Domain Specific 

These words should be included in their weekly vocabulary list.  

Reading: 

 Rally Your Students Around This Year’s Goals 

 Make Honest, Important Reading Resolutions 

 Find Tons of Just Right Books 

 Awake Ourselves to Text  

 Holding Tight to Meaning 

 Welcoming Books 

 Learning New Words From Books 

 Retelling Stories by Staring at the Beginning 

 Read Aloud, Focus Strategy, Cause and Effect 

Writing: 

 Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing     

 Starting with Turning Points 

 Studying and Creating Leads 

 Feeling and Drafting the Heart of Your Story 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 
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opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Unit 2 

Following Characters into Meaning 

Suggested Time Frame  

Approximately 6 Weeks 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Whereas the previous unit spotlighted sophistication, with a rally to students to author more 

powerful independent reading lives and to think and talk with greater insight and nuance, this 

unit is all about interpretation. Of course, your students have already done some of this thinking 

in the prior unit and in prior years, and you’ll want to help them transfer these skills even as they 

learn new ones. You’ll see them writing about theories, for instance, whilst showing remarkable 

unconcern for the plot—they’re not exactly sure what happened, or why events occurred the way 

they did. Coach children to apply what they already know with increased independence and a 

growing sense of repertoire. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

RL 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

RL 4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the 

text. 

RL 4. 3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama; drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g. a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL 4.4 Determine the meaning or words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those 

that allude to significant characters found in mythology. (e.g. Herculean). 

RL 4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g. opposition of good 

and evil) and patterns of events (e.g. the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from 

different cultures. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

The students will understand… 

 Good readers and writers keep their 

materials and supplies organized. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How and why should I organize my 

materials and supplies? 

 

 What do I need to know to read both 
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 Good readers apply similar skills to all 

genres across the curriculum. 

 

 There are many genres or types of 

reading and writing.  

 

 Greek Myths are stories that were 

written to make sense of the world. 

 

 Stories have main ideas and details that 

support the main idea, along with 

exposition, characters, setting, a plot, 

climax, and solution. 

 

 Informational non-fiction has several 

text structures: main idea/detail, 

cause/effect, problem/solution, 

/compare/contrast, chronological order. 

It also contains maps, graphs, and 

charts. 

 

 Good readers use background 

knowledge, and prior reading 

experiences to help understand a text. 

 

 Good readers ask questions before, 

during, and after reading a text. 

 

 Collaborating with peers and teacher 

promotes understanding when 

discussing texts and encourages editing 

when writing. 

 

 Keeping notes helps to understand and 

remember what is read. 

 

 Graphic organizers help to put 

information in a logical order. 

 

 Standard English is used when 

speaking/writing for clear 

communication. 

 

 Understanding vocabulary helps to 

understand a story or a topic. 

 

fiction and non-fiction in every subject? 

 

 What is a genre? How can I identify 

one? 

 

 What are Greek Myths? 

 

 How is fiction written? 

 

 How can a text have meaning to me? 

 

 What can I use to help me understand 

what I read? 

 

 What kind of questions can I ask? 

 

 Why is collaboration important? 

 

 How can I remember what I read? 

 

 What will help me when I write? 

 

 Why are there so many rules to follow 

when I write or speak to a group? 

 

 Why is vocabulary so important? 

 

 What does sharing with others do for 

me personally? 
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 Sharing ideas and experiences with a 

partner or group enhances 

understanding of what we read and 

develops self-confidence. 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Every book or story has a message or 

theme about life. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies 

that assist with understanding text. 

 Nonfiction text has different features 

than fiction text and should be read 

differently. 

 People are unique and sometimes view 

events differently. 

 

Language/Writing 

 We communicate with different parts of 

speech. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies to 

help them figure out words they do not 

know. 

 Dialogue brings a story alive. 

 

 

 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Compare and Contrast an author’s 

message and a poet’s message on the 

same topic 

 Create questions before, during, and 

after reading a selection 

 Identify text features (e.g. headings, 

subheadings, photographs, diagrams, 

illustrations, charts, maps, inserts, etc.) 

 Identify cause and effect 

 Compare and contrast characters  

 Make predictions 

 Compare and contrast points of view  

 

Language 

 Use combined knowledge of all letter-

sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology 

 Use context clues 

 Identify signal or cue words 

 Identify and use adjectives 

 Identify and explain the meaning of 

words with Greek prefixes, suffixes, 

and roots. 

 

Writing 

 Write using dialogue 

 Conduct research 

 Edit writing 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 
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and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

W.4.3a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

W.4.3b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. 

W.4.3c Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 

W.4.3d Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 

W.4.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
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RF.4.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, 

and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 

context and out of context. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).  

L.4.1 a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, 

when, why). 

W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

W.4.9a Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research.  Apply grade 4 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., ―Describe in depth a character, 

setting or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s 

thoughts, words, or actions].‖).    

S.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, states of being (e.g., quizzed, 
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whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and 

endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.1c Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Mentor Text-See Below 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Greek Myths 

Thank You Mr. Falker 

The Junk Yard Wonders 

Treasury of Greek Mythology 

Lightning Thief 

Yellow Brick Roadies 

Mystery at Camp White Cloud 

Fireflies 

Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon 

Z is for Zeus – A Greek Mythology Alphabet 

Pippi Goes on Board 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Student participation in collaborating, 

developing, and completing project. 

 Reading Response Log 
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 Vocabulary Tests 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Reading: 

 Following Characters into Meaning: Envision, Predict, Synthesize, 

Infer and Predict 

Writing: 

 Raising the Level of Personal Narrative Writing 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Unit 3 

Non Fiction Reading 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 Weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Fourth grade is a pivotal year. The Common Core places demands on fourth graders which, in 

some cases, are unlike those they have experienced before. The important thing to note is that 

from this point on, your students will encounter similar demands (although they will increase in 

complexity) until they reach twelfth grade. For example, never before have your students been 

expected to ―summarize‖ the text but starting in fourth grade they will be asked to do just that 

and as they go up the grades, they will continue to be asked to summarize texts in ways that 

increase in sophistication (RI 4.2). Never before have your fourth graders been asked to integrate 

information from multiple texts on the same topic but starting this year and continuing every 

year after this, they will be expected to integrate information they learn from multiple texts in 

order to speak and write knowledgeably about a subject (RI 4.9). That is, the work they will 

encounter in years to come will be similar, in many ways, to the work they begin to do starting 

now in fourth grade. Thus, this year is a foundational year, setting your students up for success in 

grades to come, and your students will need to build on all of the learning they have done in prior 

years in order to meet these major new demands. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
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information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

The students will understand… 

 

 Words are powerful. 

 

 Writers use the writing process to 

create meaningful text.  

 

Reading 

 The student will understand that literary 

devices enhance the meaning of text. 

 

 Proficient readers employ reading 

strategies to understand text. 

 

 The student will understand that 

judgments and inferences about text 

must be supported by evidence from 

the text.  

 

 The student will understand that expert 

readers connect text to self, text to other 

texts and/or text to the world. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How do writers use words to get what 

they want? 

 

 How do writers use words to change 

people’s opinions? 

 

 What tools can writers use to help 

convince their audience? 

 

 How do people use writing to change 

their community or even the world? 

 

Reading 

 How do you effectively substantiate a 

judgment or draw an inference from 

text? 

 

  How does connecting to text promote 

comprehension? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 How to properly use writing 

conventions 

 Proficient writers use different 

techniques to hook the reader 

 

Reading 

 Proficient readers employ strategies to 

comprehend text 

 Judgments are made using prior 

knowledge added to what the text says 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Ask literal and inferential questions 

 Revise writing 

 Use context clues 

 Identify/use figurative language 

 Summarize text 

 Use quotation marks 

 Research topic/lesson 

 Combine sentences 

 Vary sentence beginnings 
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explicitly. 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ETA CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

W.4.1a Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
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in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

W.4.1b Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

W.4.1c Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition). 

W.4.1d Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic. 

Phonics and Word Recognition  

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.4.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, 

and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 

context and out of context. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).   

 

  

 

 

Student Resources 
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Primary Source  

Readings 

Mentor Text- See Below 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

You Wouldn’t Want to Be A Pyramid Builder! A Hazardous Job You’d Rather Not Have 

―I have a dream‖ speech by Martin Luther King 

The Cactus Hotel 

Alberto Salazar: An American Runner 

Albert Einstein 

If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Writing Prompts  

 Nonfiction Reading  

 Notebook Activity 

 Reading A-Z Tests 

 Summaries 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plot Diagram 

 Open-ended questions 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Writing:  

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view 

with reasons and information. 

 Essayists Grow Compelling Ideas in Writers Notebooks 

 Collecting Ideas as Essayists 

 Contrasting Narrative and Non-Narrative Structures in Writing 

 Framing Essays 



25 
 

 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic 

 Organizing for Drafting  

 Writing Introductions and Conclusions  

Reading: 

 Phonics and Word Recognition 

 Helping Students Develop Their Ability to Summarize- 

 Navigating nonfiction in narrative and using text structures to 

comprehend 

 Reading Nonfiction Narratives as Stories with Main Characters 

 Reading Non-fiction Narratives as Stories with Main Characters 

 Determine whether a text is a firsthand or secondhand account 

 Compare and Contrast a firsthand and secondhand account. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Unit 4 

Informational Reading 

Suggested Time Frame  

Approximately 6 Weeks  

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

This ―Informational Reading: Reading and Research in the Content Areas‖ unit is designed to 

raise the level of your students’ work in content literacy. This is a unit designed to teach students 

to be just as skilled in reading social studies and/or science texts as they are reading literature. 

This means that in this reading unit, you’ll focus not just on conveying the content of study but 

reinforcing the reading skills to learn content successfully 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 

information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 

sub W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

Enduring Understandings: 

The student will understand…. 

 Words are powerful. 

Essential Questions: 

 How do writers use words to get what 

they want? 
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 Writers use the writing process to 

create meaningful text.  

 

Reading 

 The student will understand that literary 

devices enhance the meaning of text. 

 

 Proficient readers employ reading 

strategies to understand text. 

 

 The student will understand that 

judgments and inferences about text 

must be supported by evidence from 

the text.  

 

 The student will understand that expert 

readers connect text to self, text to other 

texts and/or text to the world. 

 

 What tools can writers use to help 

convince their audience? 

 

 How do people use writing to change 

their community or even the world? 

 

Reading 

 How do you effectively substantiate a 

judgment or draw an inference from 

text? 

 

  How does connecting to text promote 

comprehension? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 How to properly use writing 

conventions 

 Proficient writers use different 

techniques to hook the reader 

 

Reading 

 Proficient readers employ strategies to 

comprehend text 

 Judgments are made using prior 

knowledge added to what the text says 

explicitly. 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Ask literal and inferential questions 

 Revise writing 

 Use context clues 

 Identify/use figurative language 

 Summarize text 

 Use quotation marks 

 Research topic/lesson 

 Combine sentences 

 Vary sentence beginnings 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ETA CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 
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 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management   CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  ETA CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

 

W.4.1a Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 

in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

W.4.1b Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

W.4.1c Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition). 

W.4.1d Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic. 

Phonics and Word Recognition  

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.4.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, 

and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
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context and out of context. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases knowledgeably. 

 

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).   

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Mentor Text- See Below 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

The Life Cycle of an Emperor Penguin  

The Penguin 

The Whispering Land 

Everest: Eighty Years of Triumph and Tragedy 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Writing Prompts  
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  Nonfiction Reading  

 Notebook Activity 

 Reading A-Z Tests 

 Summaries 

 Graphic Organizer 

 Plot Diagram 

 Open-ended questions 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Reading: 

 

 Synthesizing, Analyzing, and Exploring Essential Questions in 

Subtopics  

 Model Questioning as a Form of Inquiry 

 Using Transitional Words 

 Gaining Information from Text Feature 

 Exploring Point of View and Perspective of Texts when Forming 

Ideas and Theories  

 Compare/Contrast Different Points of View 

 Thinking About Information in Different Text 

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 Synthesizing, Analyzing, and Exploring Essential Questions in  

 Compare/Contrast Different Points of View 

 Thinking About Information in Different Text 

 Explaining events in a historical text. 

 

 

Writing:  

 

 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic 

 Writing About Historical Figures 

 Trying On Structures and Collecting Research 

 Writing about Historical Figures 

 Trying On Structures and Collecting Research 

 Breaking Apart a Topic 

 Model Making Revision to Notes 

 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing 

 Sharing Research 
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Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Unit 5 

Historical Fiction Book clubs 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 Weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Historical fiction also creates an opportunity for you to teach your students to tackle complex 

texts through close reading, thoughtful scaffolds and in the company of friends. Because 

historical fiction is inherently complicated—it happens in a time and a place the reader has never 

inhabited, the characters are entangled in historical and social issues of grand significance, and 

the events of the story are intimately related to real historical events—students have 

opportunities to harness all the teaching you’ve done up to this point in the year. Your goal is for 

your kids to emerge from this unit of study as knowledgeable readers who have new confidence 

in tackling complicated literature (CCSS RL 4.10). 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 

information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Enduring Understandings: 

The students will understand…. 

 Good readers and writers keep their 

materials and supplies organized. 

Essential Questions: 

 How and why should I organize my 

materials and supplies? 
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 Good readers apply similar skills to all 

genres across the curriculum. 

 

 There are many genres or types of 

reading and writing.  

 

 Stories have main ideas and details that 

support the main idea, along with 

exposition, characters, setting, a plot, 

climax, and solution. 

 

 Informational non-fiction has several 

text structures: main idea/detail, 

cause/effect, problem/solution, 

/compare/contrast, chronological order. 

It also contains maps, graphs, and 

charts. 

 

 Good readers use background 

knowledge, and prior reading 

experiences to help understand a text. 

 

 Good readers ask questions before, 

during, and after reading a text. 

 

 Collaborating with peers and teacher 

promotes understanding when 

discussing texts and encourages editing 

when writing. 

 

 Keeping notes helps to understand and 

remember what is read. 

 

 Graphic organizers help to put 

information in a logical order. 

 

 Standard English is used when 

speaking/writing for clear 

communication. 

 

 Understanding vocabulary helps to 

understand a story or a topic. 

 

 Sharing ideas and experiences with a 

partner or group enhances 

 What do I need to know to read both 

fiction and non-fiction in every subject? 

 

 What is a genre? How can I identify 

one? 

 

 How is historical fiction written? 

 

 How can a text have meaning to me? 

 

 What can I use to help me understand 

what I read? 

 

 What kind of questions can I ask? 

 

 Why is collaboration important? 

 

 How can I remember what I read? 

 

 What will help me when I write? 
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understanding of what we read and 

develops self-confidence. 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Every book or story has a message or 

theme about life. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies 

that assist with understanding text. 

 Nonfiction text has different features 

than fiction text and should be read 

differently. 

 People are unique and sometimes view 

events differently. 

 

Language/Writing 

 We communicate with different parts of 

speech. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies to 

help them figure out words they do not 

know. 

 Dialogue brings a story alive. 

 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Infer theme 

 Create questions before, during, and 

after reading a selection 

 Identify text features (e.g. headings, 

subheadings, photographs, diagrams, 

illustrations, charts, maps, inserts, etc.) 

 Identify cause and effect 

 Compare and contrast characters  

 Make predictions 

 Compare and contrast points of view  

 

Language 

 Use combined knowledge of all letter-

sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology 

 Use context clues 

 Identify signal or cue words 

 Identify and use adjectives 

 Identify and explain the meaning of 

words with Greek prefixes, suffixes, 

and roots. 

 

Writing 

 Write using dialogue 

 Conduct research 

 Edit writing 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ETA CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 
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effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  ETA CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

Phonics and Word Recognition  

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.4.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, 

and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 

context and out of context. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 
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L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).  

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

L.4.1d Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns. 

L.4.1f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons. 

L.4.1g Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Mentor Text- see below 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Children of the Longhouse 

A River Ran Wild 

Dakota Dugout 

Pink and Say 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Student participation in collaborating, 

developing, and completing project. 

 Reading Response Log 

 Spelling/Vocabulary Tests 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Reading: 

 Using a T Chart to take notes 

 Read Aloud- Focus Inferencing 

 Point of View-Own/Author’s/Character’s 

 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an 

organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant descriptive 

details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace 

 Phonics and Word Recognition 

 Summarizing 

 Selecting, Incorporating and Unpacking Text Evidence 

 Synthesizing Information 

 

Writing: 

 

 Debate 

 Use the plot/timeline graphic organizer for the story. 

 Drafting and Revision: Crafting a Compelling Historical Fiction 

Story  

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Unit 6 

Social Issues Book Clubs 

Suggested Time Frame  

Approximately 6 Weeks 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

As you approach the end of the fourth grade year, you’ll want to keep your eyes on the Common 

Core State Standards and the movement children have made towards these ambitious goals. 

Presumably, children’s narrative reading has grown a lot this year—shifting from reading for 

ideas to growing complex theories and interpretations. Seize the opportunities this unit presents 

to move children ever closer to the Common Core’s fourth grade standards. First, you’ll want to 

remember that by the end of this school year, children are expected to not just describe 

characters in a story, but describe them ―in depth,‖ ―drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. 

character’s thoughts, words, or actions)‖ (RL 4.3). This means that children’s theories must be 

firmly rooted in textual evidence, and span the whole of a text. Furthermore, children should be 

able to ―determine the theme of a story, drama or poem from details in the text‖ (RL 4.2) and 

―Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics‖ across texts (RL 4.9). This 

unit, building on the work that came before it, is designed to help children do this cross-text 

thematic work. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
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word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

L.4.5b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good readers and writers keep their 

materials and supplies organized. 

 

 Good readers apply similar skills to all 

genres across the curriculum. 

 

 Stories have main ideas and details that 

support the main idea, along with 

exposition, characters, setting, a plot, 

climax, and solution. 

 

 Good readers use background 

knowledge, and prior reading 

experiences to help understand a text. 

 

 Good readers ask questions before, 

during, and after reading a text. 

 

 Collaborating with peers and teacher 

promotes understanding when 

discussing texts and encourages editing 

when writing. 

 

 Keeping notes helps to understand and 

remember what is read. 

 

 Graphic organizers help to put 

information in a logical order. 

 

 Standard English is used when 

speaking/writing for clear 

communication. 

 

 Understanding vocabulary helps to 

understand a story or a topic. 

 

 Sharing ideas and experiences with a 

partner or group enhances 

Essential Questions: 

 How and why should I organize my 

materials and supplies? 

 

 What do I need to know to read both 

fiction and non-fiction in every subject? 

 

 What is a genre? How can I identify 

one? 

 

 How is fiction written? 

 

 How can a text have meaning to me? 

 

 What can I use to help me understand 

what I read? 

 

 What kind of questions can I ask? 

 

 Why is collaboration important? 

 

 How can I remember what I read? 

 

 What will help me when I write? 

 

 Why are there so many rules to follow 

when I write or speak to a group? 

 

 Why is vocabulary so important? 

 

 What does sharing with others do for 

me personally? 
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understanding of what we read and 

develops self-confidence. 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Every book or story has a message or 

theme about life. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies 

that assist with understanding text. 

 Nonfiction text has different features 

than fiction text and should be read 

differently. 

 People are unique and sometimes view 

events differently. 

 

Language/Writing 

 We communicate with different parts of 

speech. 

 Proficient readers employ strategies to 

help them figure out words they do not 

know. 

 Dialogue brings a story alive. 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Infer theme 

 Create questions before, during, and 

after reading a selection 

 Identify text features (e.g. headings, 

subheadings, photographs, diagrams, 

illustrations, charts, maps, inserts, etc.) 

 Identify cause and effect 

 Compare and contrast characters  

 Make predictions 

 Compare and contrast points of view  

 

Language 

 Use combined knowledge of all letter-

sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology 

 Use context clues 

 Identify signal or cue words 

 Identify and explain the meaning of 

words with Greek prefixes, suffixes, 

and roots. 

 

Writing 

 Write using dialogue 

 Conduct research 

 Edit writing 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ETA CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 
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social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  ETA CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ETA CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ETA CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

L.4.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 

phrases. 

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and 

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

L.4.5b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

Mentor Text- see below 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

A Bad Case of Stripes 

Change the World for Ten Bucks 

101 Ways You Can Save the Planet before You're 12 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Student participation in collaborating, 

developing, and completing project. 

 Collins Writing Tasks 

 Reading Response Log 

 Spelling/Vocabulary Tests 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Reading: 

 

 Applying Analytical Lenses Across Literature and Informational 

Text 

 Read Aloud Picture Books with Issues 

 Mixed Genre Text Set Writing 

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 Addressing scenes where the issue is glaring 

 A quick study of poetry 

 Recognize and explain the meanings of common idioms, adages, 

and proverbs. 

 

Writing: 
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 Teach students to select and generate an issue in which they are 

invested 

 Drafting a Poem off an Issue 

 Write across many genres, mini social action projects 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 


